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meet ORIALS 


Over the Top! ! 


Our Church has done a solid piece of work 
for the Negroes in our area. But, it has not 
been an adequate work and the special Cam- 


paign which cleses at the end of this year is 


worthy cf our fullest support. 


The series of advertisements which have been 
running in this Journal are designed to call to 
the attenticn of all of us the fact that there 
remains an unfinished task and that it is our 
obligation to carry this through to a successful 
conclusion. 


If you have subscribed to this Campaign be 
sure that your pledge is paid in full. If you 
did not subscribe let us urge you to do so now. 

It will be mcney well spent. —L.N.B. 


Homes or Houses? 


There are more things for people to do and 
more places for them to go than ever in the 
history of the world. However, there are still 
only 24 hours in a day. 


With the multiplied activities and demands 
Christians need to exercise a great deal of judg- 
ment in deciding what shall claim their time. 


Just because a drive, a committee, a meeting, 
a call, are worth-while is not in itself a suf- 
ficient excuse for us to assume a responsibility 
in it, or give our time to it. - 


The simple fact is that there are far more 
legitimate and worth-while calls upon us than 
any of us can possibly participate in. 


The Christian mother’s first responsibility is 
in her home and to her children. Because of 
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this every outside call should be examined in 
the light cf cne’s primary duty. 


The Christian father can just as easily find 
himself enmeshed in a host cf activities which 
take all-important time from his home and 
family. 


We recently saw an advertisement in a paper 
(it was a joke but it had a solid basis), in 
which a husband was advertising for a lost wife 
—lost between the P.T.A., various clubs, sew- 
ing circles, etc., etc., etc., etc., etc. 


One of America’s greatest needs is homes in 
the houses we have. It is not easy to say “No” 
to the repeated demands on our time, but of 
all people the Christian needs to exercise judg- 
ment in such matters and see that our most 
urgent responsibilities are met first. 


The present tendency in America today could 
destroy true home life. Christian homes are 
too important for the family—and for the nation 
—to let anything affect them adversely. L.N.B. 


The Cambridge Movement 


The High Church or Tractarian Movement 
in the Church of England has long been known 
as the Oxford Movement. This year, Cambridge 
celebrated the four hundredth anniversary of 
the burning of two of her noted sons, Hugh 
Latimer and Nicholas Ridley, October 16, 1555, 
at Oxford. In connection therewith there were 
addresses by the leading historians and univer- 
sity leaders at sundry of the Cambridge Churches 
and Colleges. In the University Sermon preached 
at Great St. Mary’s Church, Professor Norman 
Sykes declared that but for the modesty of 
“our” historians the English Reformation would 
have been called the Cambridge Movement. 


A stone memorial was unveiled at the Church 
of St. Edward’s on the morning of October 
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YOU TOO CAN HELP 


The last three months have brought to 
this office more letters of appreciation than 
ever before in a similar space of time. New 
friends have been added, new subscriptions 
continue to come in. 

You too can help. We honestly believe 
the Journal has a needed message week 
after week. From many sources we hear 
that the editorials in these pages are the 
best to be found in any American religious 
paper today. 

If you like the Journal pass on the word. 
Subscribe for a friend. See that the officers 
of your church receive it each week. 


Introduce the Journal— 
Recommend the Journal— 


Give subscriptions to the Journal— 
Back the Journal with your prayers. 


H.B.D. 


16th commemorating the three pioneer Re- 
formers who preached in that Church. This 
memorial has the following inscription: “To 
the glory of God and to honour those from 
this parish who in the years 1523 to 1925 met 
near by at the White Horse Inn and there 
sought out the principles of the English Refor- 
mation: 


Thomas Bilnay 1531 
Robert Barnes 1540 
Hugh Latimer 1555 


who through faith quenched the violence of 
fire.” 


At the same time a Bible was dedicated in 
St. Edward’s Church in memory of John Rogers 
of Pembroke College in Cambridge, a member 
of the same group which met at the White 
Horse Inn, a translator of the Bible and the 
first martyr in the reign of Mary in the year 


1555. 


About the time Luther was nailing up the 
95 Theses, Thomas Bilnay was reading Erasmas’ 
New Testament and “stumbled” upon the true 
saying of the Apostle Paul, that Christ Jesus 
came into the world to save sinners. That sen- 
tence brought comfort and forgiveness and 


quiet to his heart, and Little Bilnay became 
an evangel for Christ, gathering about him 
Robert Barnes, Matthew- Parker, John Rogers, 
Miles Coverdale, —Thomas Cranmer, Nicholas 
Ridley in a group of about thirty men. At first 
Latimer was opposed to them, but Bilnay went 
to confess to Latimer and in the confessing 
won for the English Reformation its greatest 
preacher. Bilnay delivered at St. Edward’s the 
first sermon setting forth Reformation truth and 
in it an appeal for mercy to a poor imprisoned 
debtor. He was burnt at Norwich in 1531. 
Robert Barnes who had been the /Augustinian 
Prior at Cambridge had to flee/ and escaped 
the country by writing a letter pretending he 
was going to drown himself. On his return from 
Germany he was burnt at St. Paul’s Cross after 
preaching vigorous Lenten Sermons in 1540. 
Latimer and Ridley survived to the reign of 
Elizabeth and served with Cranmer as bishops 
during that period. They were arrested when 
Mary came to the throne and after months in 
the tower the first two named were burnt 
October 16th at Oxford and Cranmer some 
months later. At the stake the aged Latimer 
recovered something of his earlier vigor and 
called to his younger brother: 

“Be of good comfort, Master Ridley, and play 

the man. We shall this day light such a 

candle, by God’s grace, in England, as I trust 

shall never be put out.” 


The present evangelical movement in Cam- 
bridge with the general religious atmosphere in 
the University could be used of God to take up 
the challenge implicit in the bold words of 
Professor Sykes and make Cambridge again the 
spearhead of the Reformation truth as it leaps 
from God’s Word.. To do so will mean more 
than glorying in the great lives, the courageous 
preaching and the noble dying of Latimer and 
Ridley. It will mean glorying in the Christ 
Whom they loved not their lives unto the death 
and in the Word of forgiveness in His blood. 

—Wm.C.R. 


What Do You Mean Inspiration? 


Not a little vagueness, misunderstanding, and 
even denial, has come about on account of 
“little learning’ regarding fundamentals of the 
Faith. And where the cloak of charity may 
not be drawn, the confusion of ignorance may 
be invoked. Particular reference just here lies 
in the area of revelation and inspiration. A 
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brief editorial may suffice to clear the way rela- 
tive to subjects that have filled volumes. 


The general nature of the distinction between 
these two major heads looks in the direction 
of the What and the How. Thus, revelation 
tells us what God wants men to know concern- 
ing Him, and what duty God requires of man, 
that is, the content of Scripture,- what they prin- 
cipally teach, as cites the Catechism. And in- 
spiration is the term employed to convey to 
our minds How this, so necessary, content, is 
brought to us. Thus inspiration is the guarantee 
of revelation. And this is true enough and very 
good so far as it goes. A different and more 
inclusive suggestion may be helpful. 


Let us then say that revelation is that which 
comes only and immediately from God: ideas, 
directions, distinctions, laws, commandments, 
injunctions, or, that is, doctrinal and ethical 
data. which man had not, or could not discover 
for himself, but for which God Himself is the 
source and the certifier. By this, we believe that 
in the Scriptures there are presentations which 
Ged alone makes plain, which would never have 
been discovered by mortal man. r 


For example, there is nothing particularly 
revelatory in historical events. They are for 
all to see or to hear about, to be handed down 
through the generations. To pin-point the mat- 
ter, the death of the Lord Jesus Christ did not 
mean anything but just that, to the generality of 
folk who witnessed it, as well as to those who 
were directly responsible for it. Again, the 
founding of the Christian Church meant just 
a new organizaticn to the powers of that day. 
But here revelation comes in to give interpreta- 
tion, explanation, application, to point out the 
bearing of such circumstances on human life 
and destiny. The truths which God gave to the 
writers of the New Testament, in these instances 
bearing on the Lord’s death as related in the 
prophesies and hopes going before, and concern- 
ing His being the only and the sufficient 
Savior; also concerning the nature, function, 
glory, purpose, of the Church,- these are the 
subjects of revelation. God reveals, and He 
alone, in such premises. 


Now, as regards inspiration, let us say that 
it is the superintendence of God over all which 
the Scripture records. In this very practical 
interest, inspiration covers both revelation and 
inclusion. If “all Scripture is given by inspira- 
tion of God,” then we understand that God 
is responsible for whatever is in the Volume. 
Whatever is therein is therein because God 
has ordered it therein. There is ‘“included’”’ 
much that is not revelation (in the above sense) , 
for much comes from man, and much concerns 
man’s notions and man’s deeds, and mis-deeds. 
The Devil's words, and words by men far from 
inspired, are in the Book. They are not neces- 
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sarily true; there are many lies in the Bible. 
But keep in mind that they are not endorsed 
of God: in no sense does He approve the things 
which are wrong. But He has directed their 


inclusion that men may be warned by the evil, | 


and be encouraged by the good. 


Failing to make such distinction, which is © 
being fair with the Scriptures, has caused not a © 


little misunderstanding, and some slander as 


regards the Bible. Folk speak of “mud” and — 
of ‘dross,’ which in the light of the above, and — 
even aside from the above, is hardly a proper | 
way to speak of the Word of God. But if such © 


appraisal is kept in mind, then indeed is it 
readily understood that all is “profitable for 
doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruc- 
tion in righteousness, that the man of God may 
be perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all good 
works.” In this, as also in other connections, 
one can plead before all: Give the Bible a fair 
chance. R.F.G. 


Report of Commission on 
Baptism of the Church 
of Scotland, May 1955 


This careful study on the subject of Baptism 
made by a commission of the Church of Scot- 


land headed by Professor T. F. Torrance of © 


Edinburgh is being sent down to all Ministers 


and Elders of the Kirk of Scotland by act of | 


the General Assembly. Conferences on it are 


to be held by each Presbytery with reports of | 
‘heir findings to the Commission. Thereafter — 


« final report will be made. We covet the re- 
port for similar -treatment in our presbyteries. 


We commend the report for its Biblicalness. 


It recognizes that Biblical theology is now syn- | 


thesizing Scripture, thus withdrawing the Word 
of God from that analytical treatment by which 
man tended to judge the Word, into that more 
positive theological exegesis in which the Word 
of God controls us, 


This report is a fine example of that Biblical 
theology which compares Scripture with Scrip- 
ture and seeks the meaning of the Word from 
its proper synthesis. The Old Testament helps 
interpret the New and the patristics throw light 
upon the meaning of the same. 


Again the report is to be commended for 
its Trinitarian or Triadic foundation as set 
forth in the Scriptures. This stands in pleasing 


contrast to the volume on the Place of Jesus 


Christ in Modern Christianity by a Scottish 
theologian which dismissed the triadic mold of 
thought as a fourth and fifth century error. 
The Trinitarian faith has revived in Scotland 
in the last quarter of a century. 
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The study is strongly Christocentric, rooted 


' in the mighty acts of God in the Incarnation, 


the Atonement, the Resurrection and Ascension, 
and in the Second Coming of Christ. The one 
real baptism is that which our Lord accom- 
plished in His death and resurrection, and the 
Church is brought into it by the Pentecostal 
gift of the Spirit. Each baptized person is made 
partaker thereof as the sacrament is ministered 
to him. “Apart from repentance and faith 
Christian baptism is unthinkable,” page 49; 
but the sacrament is neither the baptism of 
faith nor of repentance, but of Christ - for the 
faith to which it obligates is faith in Christ 
“who saves us and He alone.” 


We cannot be saved apart from faith, but 
faith relies entirely upon the faithfulness of 
Christ. It rests on the promises of God which 
are all yea in Him. Abraham believed giving 
glory to God, that is, faith is the unlimited 
willingness to let God have all the glory of 
saving the sinner. | 


This brochure is the strongest statement we 
have read of the case for infant or household 
baptism. All ancient Israel, including the infant 
children, were baptized into Moses at the Red 
Sea, I Cor. 10; even as all shared in the covenant 
at Sinai. Proselytes received into Israel were 
received by the baptism of whole families, and 
the same was true of initiation into the Zado- 
kite Community near the Dead Sea. The place 
of family baptisms in Acts, in the Gospels, and 
especially in the Epistles is developed. On the 
other hand, larger place is given to immersion 
than in many Presbyterian treatments. The 
report concludes that both immersion and ef- 
fusion were used in the early church, and some- 
times both together. This conclusion accords 
with the Great Catechism of Gregory of Nyssa. 


As Baptism according to this report is related 
to both cleansing by the blood of Christ and 
renewing by the Holy Spirit, we find that the 
questions proposed in our own Book of Church 
Order which begin: DO YOU ACKNOWL- 
EDGE YOUR CHILD’S NEED OF THE 
CLEANSING BLOOD OF CHRIST AND 
THE RENEWING GRACE OF THE HOLY 
SPIRIT? are more in keeping with this rich 
and Biblical study than the more vague language 
of the Book of Common Worship. Moreover, 
the recognition of the relation of repentance 
to Baptism accords with our catechism and the 
earlier catechisms on which ours are built. Both 
the English Catechism of 1549 and Calvin’s 
Catechism which was authorized in Scotland 
affirm that the infant child of the Christian 
home is baptized unto future repentance and 
faith; and in the Institutes Calvin defines re- 
pentance as conversion. 


No doubt out of the conferences of the pres- 
byteries there will come detailed suggestions and 
corrections. One sympathizes with a slight 
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amendment made at the General Assembly to 
the effect that the Commission prepare a short 
and simply expressed study outline of this 
formidable document. The report cites with 
approval the excellent book of Pastor Marcel 
on the Biblical Doctrine of Infant Baptism. 
Marcel has supplemented this fine study by 
another on the Relevance of the Word. We 
trust that the Commission or its able Chairman 
will supplement this notable study by a sister 
one on the Word. Wm.C.R. 


. Thoughts From Psalm 119 


Nineteenth Division : KOPH: Verses 145-152 : 
Key-verse, 151: “All thy commandments are 
truth” (See also verses 142 and 160). See John 
8:32 : “Ye shall know the truth, and the truth 
shall make you free”; John 17:17; “Sanctify 
them through thy truth : thy word is truth.” 


In our day when all sorts of “propaganda” 
is “on the air,” and in all our papers, we 
sometimes feel like Pilate felt when he said, 
“What is truth?” One of the strangest facts of 
our fallen human nature is that men will be- 
lieve a lie quicker than they will believe the 
truth. This was true in Jesus’ day. He said, 
Because I tell you the truth, ye believe Me not. 
Paul tells us that in the last days men will 
“believe the lie.” Satan is a liar and the father 
of lies, and he has many followers in the world. 


The Word reveals truth that is vital to us: 
What man is to believe concerning God, and 
what duty God requires of man. 


I. Truth about God: Satan tries to keep this 
truth out, and we have a world full of Idolatry; 
False Religions; Man-made Philosophies; ‘Twist- 
ed interpretations of the Word itself. 


If we wish to know the truth about God, let 
us turn to the Revelation which He has given 
us. Here we get a true picture of our Father, 
and Son, and Spirit. 


II. Truth About Ourselves: Men are prone 
to have false ideas about themselves. These 
“theories” lead to ruin. In the Bible we see 
man as His Creator sees him; as His Redeemer 
sees him; as the Holy Spirit comes upon him. 


III. Truth About Sin: Its nature and conse- 
quences. 


Some men - “fools” - make a mock at sin; it 
is treated as a “joke.” Some try to explain it 
away or “whitewash” it. To change the label 
on a bottle of poison does not change the nature 
of the poison. The Word of God tells a terrible 
story - a true story - of sin. It will lead us to 
hate sin and turn from it in genuine Repentance. 


IV. Truth about Salvation: God’s great and 
simple Plan of Salvation runs like a scarlet 
thread from Genesis to Revelation; Salvation 
by Grace, through Faith. 
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Danger Lights 


By Dr. Albert J. Lindsey 
First Presbyterian Church, Tacoma, Wash. 


In the midst of the current religious boom 
there are rising not only numerous questions 
as to its sincerity and lasting value but also 
there is to be clearly seen “flashing danger 
signals.” 


The Very Rev. James A. Pike, Dean of the 
New York Cathedral (St. John the Divine) com- 
menting on the revival of American religion, 
said recently, “All this has great potentialities 
for good, but great dangers lurk in it.” He 
describes one of the dangers as a tendency to 
use God as “one of a number of resources to 
enable us to get what we want and enjoy life 
as we would.” To this he added, “but true 
religion puts God first and us second.” 


Rev. Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, Stated Clerk 
#£ the General Assembly of the Presbyterian 
Church and President of the Council of 
Churches, writes in Look Magazine that despite 
che great religious upsurge morality seems to 
be on the decline. To him the great danger 
is that it has become fashionable to “make an 
instrument of God” by using religion for selfish 
ends such as job security, health and peace of 
mind. The tendency is “. . . to use God for 
their own purposes rather than to serve God 
and find His purposes.” He warns that “the 
old tribal gods are alive again. Much of the new 
faith in our time seems to be a revival of 
allegiance to the old gods.’ He also attacks 
the “peace of mind doctrine’ which has been 
popularized by certain religious leaders. I think 
we will have to agree there is much truth in 
these warnings. But serious as these may be, I 
am led to believe there are even more alarming 
conditions that presently face the church. Per- 
mit me to discuss two of the major ones. 


I. UNITY AT WHAT PRICE? 


Dr. Elwyn A. Smith in his article entitled 
“Needed: A Rediscovery of Theology” (Presby- 
terran Life, August 6th) pulls aside a little of 
the ecclesiastical curtain to make some startling 
admissions. Referring to Dr. Lefferts Loetscher’s 
book “The Broadening Church,” Dr. Smith 
States it “tells us Presbyterians how we became 
what we now are...” and “. . . makes it 
possible for all Presbyterians to think more 
critically about our church inheritance.” It is 
significant that Dr. Smith in his article states: 


“The fact is that our present unity is an 
administrative achievement. Those who ex- 
perienced the latest generation of schism do 
not disdain unity because it is fostered ad- 
ministratively. But it is nevertheless limited 
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because it is a product of institutional, not 
theological, thinking. It is good; but its criti- 
cal shortcoming is precisely that it requires 
that theological discussion be kept to a mini- 
mum to avoid risk of its breakdown. Lacking 
real theological vigor, our Church’s fear that 
its structural unity might go to pieces on a 
renewal of old strife may well be justified.” 


Here Dr. Smith has expressed what many 
know to be true. Today one may well ask of 
our church, is it governmental or doctrinal; is 
it goose-stepping under strong, ecclesiastical di- 
rectives or is it marching to the heart beat of 
a blood-bought Gospel? 


Dr. Smith then asks the question, “Can the 
Presbyterian Church prosper spiritually under 
these conditions?” To this question he replies, 
“The danger to evangelism is perhaps the most 
critical, When approached seriously about 
abandoning their secular scheme of values and 
yielding themselves to Christ Jesus, thinking 
Americans want to know the basis of such a 
demand. With what do we present them? We 
Presbyterians hold to an official theological 
position which was fashioned by English and 
Scottish Presbyterians over three hundred years 
ago and which is little studied by either clergy- 
men or laymen today.” 


And later in his article he adds this statement: 

“Having read the lessons of the Presbyterian 
past, perhaps we are now ready to free our- 
selves from fear of schism and launch into 
the critical business of thinking more deeply 
about the meaning of our adoption in Christ 
Jesus. Certainly we must begin this task if 
we wish to be an evangelizing Church.” 


Now it is evident to Dr. Smith and thinking 
churchmen that the true church cannot live 
in strength for long, or at least give forth its 
best results, inspired only by an ecclesiastical 
hierarchy. It must of necessity have a founda- 
tion resting not on men with their well-oiled 
machinery but God and His Holy Word. The 
foundation then must be a sound Biblical the- 
ology which gives birth to all that is good and 
worthwhile in the ministry of the church. While 
we may be encouraged by Dr. Smith’s sugges- 
tion of the need of a re-discovery of theology, 
I am quick to ask, is it to return to the old 
Biblical theology upon which our church was 
built, or is it to give birth to a modified form 
of that theology, one that will adapt itself to 
the liberal and humanistic thinking of our 
age? Is this to be “another gospel?” Is it so 
much of a “re-discovery” that is needed as “a 
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return to” that becomes a must in the field of 
theology? Do we not believe firmly in “Jesus 
Christ the same yesterday, and today, and for- 
ever” (Heb. 13:8) and that man is still the 
same sinful creature standing in need of the 
divine redemption that God through Christ on 
Calvary has provided, and that “Neither is there 
salvation in any other: for there is none other 
name under heaven given among men, whereby 
we must be saved.” (Acts 4:12) Can we hope 
it is the return to the reformed faith in the 
fullest sense of that term and without mental 
reservations? Here then flashes one of the great 
danger signals. 


II. BATTLING AT WHAT LOSS? 


Lifting our eyes again we see another flashing 
signal with “danger” written all over it. It may 
not be considered tactful to speak of this, yet 
it is no secret that there has been and continues 
to be a growing war between the established 
denominational churches and what is often re- 
ferred to as independency. On the one hand 
there is the constant talk of ecumenicity and 
church union, while on the other there con- 
tinues to be enforced in each denomination in- 
creasing regimentation. While this expresses 
itself in many ways, yet outstanding is the policy 
which strictly demands total benevolent giving 
through denominational sources and which 
openly opposes non-denominational and _ inter- 
denominational institutions such as Bible insti- 
tutes and Bible conferences. ‘To carry out and 
enforce this policy, there is an increasing amount 
of organization and centralization of power 
which often directs regimentation that stops 
little short of nothing to attain its goal, even 
to the “rolling of heads” of those who are 
known as obstructionists. This of course is a 
policy which syndicated crime has _ followed 
across the years, but that it should be brought 
over into the ecclesiastical realm is indeed to 
be deplored. 


On the other hand the skirts of independency 
are far from clean. While they too grow in 


numbers and strength and in many _ respects. 


perform a great spiritual ministry, yet there has 
developed in much of their program a bitter- 
ness toward denominationalism. ‘Too often we 
find them using institutions such as Bible con- 
ferences and institutes as sounding boards to 
denounce the established church. This certainly 
is not only far removed from the love of Christ 
but more often than not, biting the very hand 
that helps to feed them for certainly a large 
part of their support comes from denomination- 
al sources, which of course denominational 
leaders resent. Independent groups could do 
well to demonstrate true Christian tolerance and 
love to their denominational brethren. 


If a thing is of God then certainly it should 
not be denounced or attacked. Let us recognize 
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that God has mightily used the various denom- 
inations and independent groups. Obviously 
each have their ministry and place to fill. Should 
there not then be a spirit of respect and co- 
operation? 


These danger lights are warning of definite 
trends and sounding prophetic rumblings which 
bring us to ask several pertinent questions. 


First, is there not unquestionable evidence of 
a definite trend toward ecclesiastical dictator- 
ship with increasing rigid regimentation which 
points directly down the “road to Rome?” 


Second, will not these conditions continue to 
lead to a growing loss of confidence in the es- 
tablished denominations on the part of the more 
evangelical members? It seems true that inde- 
pendency springs up and flourishes as the loss 
of freedom, through regimentation, increases. 
This is already quietly being demonstrated in 
our day. 


Third, will we not have to agree that these 
present conditions in the established church are 
a decided departure from the democracy and 
freedom of the spirit which has characterized 
the Protestant Church from its very inception? 


Fourth, if the independent groups are to 
survive, particularly those of missions and in- 
stitutes, will they not have to increase sizeably 
to avoid curtailment financially as the revenue 
from denominational sources will, of compul- 
sion, be greatly reduced? And further, how 
would the possible loss of their efforts to the 
Christian cause affect the over-all picture? 
Would some fields and departments be neglect- 
ed if left to denominational interests alone? 


Now I believe there is a simple three-fold 
solution to these tense problems and that it 
lies largely with denominational leaders. Be- 
cause of their strength, maturity and stability, 
they can demonstrate effectively to the world 
that this is an hour when each denomination 
must, in a re-evaluation, turn back with con- 
viction to a theological position based on the 
Word of God. Further, that they will practice 
the liberty and freedom that the Christian 
Church has always taught and provided; and 
lastly that they will manifest the love of Christ 
in all that is done and to all with whom they 
come in contact. Such I am confident will con- 
tribute more than anything else to bringing 
about a true spirit of Biblical evangelism in 
the church; a renewed confidence in the church, 
as the church, and thus bringing about the 
diminishing of many of our present serious 
problems and causing the current “spiritual 
boom” to blossom into an honest revival of real 
Christianity. 

Thus the danger lights will have served their 
purpose and the church of Christ will rise in 
the exaltation of its Head, the Lord Jesus Christ. 
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Helps To Understanding Scripture 
Readings in Day by Day 
Rev. Clinton C. Baker 


Sunday, November 6, Psalm 46:1-7. Verse one 
contains the theme of the Psalm. State the 
theme in your own words. What result does 
this fact produce in the Psalmist’s life (vv.2-3) ? 
Notice each of the phrases introduced by the 
word “though.” Verses 4-6 tell why verse 1 is 
true. What reasons are given in v.5 for the 
stability of a people that belong to God? Does 
this security hold in the face of atomic warfare 
(v.6a)? Notice the complete control God has 
over the forces of this world (vv.6b,8-9). “Turn 
to Genesis 28:15; 35:11-12 for the significance 
of the phrase “the God of Jacob is our refuge”’ 
(vv.7,11). How do God’s promises to Jacob 
reinforce the great truths of this Psalm? Do you 
rest in the security you have against spiritual 
foes? Do you rest in the fact that the promise 
made to Jacob in Genesis 28:15 is for you, too 
(vv.7,11) ? 

Monday, November 7, Luke 12:13-21. Why 
do you suppose the person of v.13 brought this 
grievance to Christ? What sin does Jesus re- 
buke him for in v.15? What lesson does Jesus 
drive home with the parable of vv.16-20? Do 
you think He made a pretty accurate analysis 
of the man’s heart? Does Jesus need to speak 
this parable to you? How do the teachings of 
Jesus to His disciples in vv.22-31 grow out of 
the incident of vv.13-21? Did the man of v.13 
have any thought for God or His Kingdom? 
For whom was he living (vv.13-15)? For whom 
are you living? What place does God have in 
the provision of our physical needs (vv.24,28,- 
30)? Do you give God’s Kingdom (v.31) first 
priority in the every-day affairs of your life? 
Do you look to Him for physical needs? 

Tuesday, November 8, Luke 16:1-9. As Jesus 
speaks to His disciples (v.1), He is still reply- 
ing to attacks by the Pharisees for associating 
with sinners (15:1-2;16:14). What was the 
steward charged with (v.1)? What factors in- 
creased his difficulties (v.3)? What was wron 
with what he did (vv.4-7) ? What was commend- 
able (v.8)? How must the Pharisee have been 
struck by Jesus telling a parable with a sinner as 
the hero? How about the sinners who gathered 
about him? Jesus does not commend the sin of 
the steward, but only his prudence. Is the state- 
ment of v.8b true? Do you use unrighteous 
mammon (money) for the benefit of others in 
such a way that you are storing + reward in 
heaven (vv.9,11)? Has your faithfulness with 
material possessions been such that God can 
confidently entrust you with spiritual riches 
(vv.10-12) ? 

Wednesday, November 9, Matthew 21:33-41. 
Read through the parable carefully and then 
notice to whom it applied (v.45). Do you think 
Jesus had Himself in mind when He spoke 
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of the owner’s son (vv.37-39) ? To whom do the 
various servants refer (vv.34-36) ? How does the 
uestion Jesus asks in v.40 and the reply of 
the audience in v.41 add to the effectiveness 
of the parable? How does Jesus apply it to the 
Pharisee (v.43)? Was the Scripture He quoted 
applicable to them (v.42)? How did God over- 
come the opposition of the Pharisee (vv.42-43, 
46)? Are you confident that the Gospel will 
triumph even when your Christian efforts seem 
stymied? Do you think that God will remove 
His blessing from any church or individual that 
does not bear the necessary fruit? from you? 

Thursday, November 10, Matt. 25:14-19;25-28. 

Jesus is telling of the day when He will return 
and reward His servants for their stewardship 
(vv.31-33). What did the owner expect of his 
servants during his absence (v.14)? Did he re- 
quire of them what was beyond their ability 
(v.14) ? Was he fair with the five and two talent 
man (vv.20-23)? with the one talent man 
(vv.24-30) ? What excuse did the one talent 
man give (vv.24-25)? Was the owner’s evalua- 
tion of him correct (v.26a)? Notice that “‘sloth- 
fulness” (v.26) and ‘“fearfulness’’ (v.25) are 
classified with “wickedness” (v.26). Has fear- 
fulness and laziness caused you to fail to use 
the talent God has given to you? Notice, again, 
the greatness of the reward (vv.21,23) and the 
awfulness of the punishment (v.30) . 
_ Friday, November 11, Matthew 25:31-36;40-45. 
As you read through this parable, observe the 
basis for reward and punishment. How do 
34-36 bear out the truth of v.23? How do wv. 
41-43 bear out the truth of vv. 29-30? The per- 
sons in yesterday’s parables were judged on the 
basis of how they used the talents entrusted to 
them. From what you have observed so far, 
do the same principles of judgment exist in 
both parables? How important are little things 
in God’s sight (vv.34-36;44-46) ? When you are 
of service to fellow-Christians, are you aware of 
the great implications involved in service to 
Christ? What incidents in the teachings of 
Christ illustrate the importance of little services? 
Do you respond as Christ would to those who 
render services to you from the heart? 

Saturday, November 12, Luke 16:19-31. Con- 
trast the kind of life that the rich man lived 
in this world (v.19) with his fate in the next 
world (vv.23-28). Contrast the lot of Lazarus 
in this life (vv.20-21) and the next (v.22). Was 
there any way the rich man could rectify his 
mistakes after he died (v.26)? What was his 
chief concern (vv.27,28)? Do you realize the 
eternal consequences of the type of life you live 
here on earth? Are you ready to accept what 
awaits you in the next life as a result of what 
you are doing now? Jesus was speaking to the 
Pharisees, many of whom were living lives of 
indolent luxury (v.14). Does indolence or a 
love of comfort (v.19) cause you to ignore the 
warnings of God concerning the future life 
(v.13) ? 
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SABBATH SCHOOL LESSONS 


LESSON FOR NOVEMBER 13 


REV. J. KENTON PARKER 


Jesus Teaches How To Live 


Background Scripture: Luke 6:17-49 
Devotional Reading: 2 Peter 1:2-8 


To know Jesus Christ is to know God, and also know how to live: all things that pertain to 
life and godliness are found in Him; and in Him we see the express image of the Person of God. 
Paul tells us in Ephesians that we are “to grow up into Him in all things.” Peter, in the verses 
given for our Devotional Reading, gives us a list of virtues and graces which we are to add, and 
in this way, show that we are neither barren or unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. 


Jesus Christ was a marvelous Teacher. No 
one can compare with Him : never man spake 
like this Man; but His life matched His teach- 
ing, for never man lived like this Man. As 
we study the gracious words which fell from 
His lips, keep in mind that He lived what He 
taught. He is not asking us to do anything 
which He did not Himself do. Jesus could say, 
Come, Follow Me, both in my teaching and in 
my Life. 


This passage trom Luke has been called “The 
Sermon in the Plain” (v.17), to distinguish 
it from the “Sermon on the Mount,” in Mat- 
thew. We can see the similarity between the 
two, and also some additions and differences. 
It is very natural for teachers to repeat what 
they have said on more than one occasion, and 
also to vary and enlarge upon it. The vast 
multitude sought not only to hear Him, but, 
as many as had diseases, to touch Him. ‘The 
three opening verses close with the words, “and 
healed them all.” They not only needed heal- 
ing; they needed instruction, and most of our 
lesson is taken up with this instruction; How 


to Live. 
I. Blessings and Woes: 20-26. 


Luke gives some of the Beatitudes which we 
find in Matthew, but in somewhat different 
form. “Blessed be ye poor; for yours is the 
kingdom of God.” Matthew speaks of the “poor 
in spirit.” Poverty is no disgrace. Some seem 
to think it is, in our day of prosperity. To be 
a beggar like Lazarus is better than to be a 
rich man like Dives. There are beggars, how- 
ever, who are a disgrace, for their poverty has 
been caused by their sins, and there are good 
rich men like Abraham, whose wealth did not 
spoil them, and was a sign of God’s blessing 
upon them. To be poor in spirit makes us 
appreciate the riches we have in Christ, and 
people who have very little of this world’s goods 
are often very “rich towards God.” The most 
valuable riches are those laid up in heaven. 
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Some poor people have great treasure in heaven, 
while some rich people leave all their riches on 
earth when they die. 


“Blessed are ye that hunger now : for ye shall 
be filled.” Matthew says, “hunger and thirst 
after righteousness.” The hunger of the heart 
is the hunger that brings a reward, Fasting 
has its place in the Christian’s life, if it is real 
and not just a form. Fasting and prayer often 
went together. Moses on the Mount, and Jesus 
in the Wilderness, are examples of real fast- 
ing. “Blessed are ye that weep now : for ye 
shall laugh.’”” Sorrow often draws us to God. 
Those that weep on account of their sins will 
rejoice in having their sins forgiven; O the 
happiness of the man whose transgression is 
forgiven, whose sin is covered! To be hated, and 
persecuted and ostracized is no disgrace if it is 
for His sake. ‘To suffer as a Christian will bring 
joy and rich reward. Which of the prophets 
did they not treat in this shameful way? The 
servant is not greater than his Lord. They per- 
secuted Jesus; they will persecute His followers. 


Luke adds some “Woes” which Matthew does 
not give. “Woe unto you that are rich, for ye 
have received your consolation.” This refers, of 
course, to wicked rich people, like Dives, who 
neither consider or help those who need help. 
James refers to this class of people in his epistle, 
(James 5:1-7). “Woe unto you that are full! 
for ye shall hunger.” To be “full”; to feast. 
while others starve, even those at your door, is 
an awful sin. Job, a good rich man, declares 
that he did not “eat his morsel alone,” but fed 
and clothed and cared for the poor. “Woe 
unto you when all men shall speak well of you!” 
Popularity is not a synonym for either goodness 
or greatness. To take a firm stand for the right 
does not always, or even usually, make us pop- 
ular. The “fathers’’ very often praised the false 
prophets, and put the true prophets to death. 
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This verse is one which we preachers ought to 
take to heart. It is nice to be popular; to have 
every one singing our praises. It is also easy 
to love the praise of men more than the praise 
of God. Let us beware of the temptation to 
preach polished and palatable sermons which 
tickle the ears of our hearers. Our business is 
to preach the whole counsel of God. If our 
messages please Him Who has called us into 
the ministry, let us be content. We must mix 
LOVE and Truth together; Speaking the truth 
in love, as Paul puts it. The Apostle mixed 
his tears with his solemn warnings; “Night and 
day with tears.” 


Il. Treatment of “enemies”: 27-36; 
The Golden Rule, vs. 31. 


Jesus had enemies; real Christians. Marvel 
not if the world hate you. It hated me before 
it hated you. Ye shall be hated of all men for 
my name’s sake. Church history shows how true 
were these words of warning. First, there was 
persecution by the unbelieving Jews, then by 
the heathen Romans, then the persecution of 
Protestants by Roman Catholics, then, strangest 
of all, persecution of Protestants by other 
Protestants. Read a book like Fox’s Martyrs 
and your blood will boil and grow chill at these 
stories of persecution. 


How is a true Christian to treat his enemies; 
those who hate and mistreat him? Even as 
Jesus treated those who crucified Him; Father 
forgive them, for they know not what they do. 


Here is a startling test for the Christian. It 
is not easy to do what Jesus tells us to do in 
these verses. No one but a real Christian can 
love and bless and pray for, and give to, those 
who treat him despitefully. As Jesus puts it 
in Matthew: What do ye more than others? 
“More than others” is a Christian measuring 
rod. Men of the world will “return a favor’; 
do good to those who do good to them, but only 
a Christian will be able to live up to the words 
of Jesus. To be the Children of the Highest 
we must be willing to love our enemies, do 
good, and lend, expecting nothing in return. 


_ People talk rather glibly about “Just live the 
Golden Rule,” and you will be all right. Who, 
in his own strength, can live the Golden Rule? 
The Golden Rule is a rule which only one with 
a “golden heart,” a heart regenerated by the 
Spirit of God, can live. It takes “all the grace 
that God can give, Simply to live, my brother, 
simply to live, and you will find it out, if you 
try to live the Golden Rule. It is HIS RULE, 
and only those who live in Him can practice 
it as it is meant to be practiced. To be merciful 
as our Father is merciful is possible only for 
those who are His children by faith in Jesus 
Christ. 
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Ill. Judge not : Condemn not : Forgive : Give : 
37 - 45. 


Here are two negative and two positive com- 


mands. The favorite pastime of some people, 
especially men of the world, is that of judging 
and condemning. They see the faults of others; 
they are blind to their own. There are some 
simple reasons why we cannot act as “judges.” 
One is that we have not been appointed to the 
office. No one can act as a “judge” unless he 
has the authority. I cannot sit on the judge’s 
bench. I have neither been appointed, nor 
elected. There is ONE Who is appointed to 
this position; Christ. Another reason is that I 
do not know all the facts. God can see and 
know all that is within. It is a dangerous pas- 
time; that of judging our fellow-men: with 
what judgment you judge, you will be judged. 
The beam in our own eye may be much larger 
than the mote in our brother’s eye. Get rid of 
the beam; then we can see clearly to cast out 
the mote. Do not judge him, or condemn him, 
but help him : If any man is overtaken in a 
fault, ye which are spiritual restore such an one 
in the spirit of meekness, considering thyself, 
lest thou be tempted. Out of the abundance of 
the heart the mouth speaketh. A good tree must 
be a sound tree. The heart is the main thing. 
Make the tree good, and the fruit will be good. 

IV. Hearing and Doing: 45-49. 

It is easy to call Jesus, Lord, Lord. It is not 
so easy to do what He commands. Be ye doers 
of the Word, and not hearers only, cautions 
James. To “say” and “do not,” is very common 
among men. | 

Luke closes with the same illustration used 
in Matthew, varying the language somewhat. 
The foundation is the most important part of 
any building. In New York City the sky 
scrapers are not built on the earth. They must 
rest on a solid foundation. Our lives cannot 
be built on flimsy foundations. On Christ, the 
solid Rock, I stand; All other ground is sinking 
sand. The storms are bound to come. To “say,” 
and not “do” is a sand foundation. Paul tells 
us that “Other foundation can no man lay 
than that is laid, even Jesus Christ. On Him 
we can build a life that will withstand the 
storms, and last throughout eternity. Have you 
built your life on Him? 
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YOUNG PEOPLE’S DEPARTMENT 


YOUTH PROGRAM FOR NOVEMBER 13 


REV. B. HOYT EVANS 


Lift Up Your Eyes 


Hymn: “Majestic Sweetness Sits Enthroned” 
Prayer 
Scripture: John 4:31-38 
Hymn: “Alas! And Did My Saviour Bleed” 
Offering 
Hymn: “Speed Thy Servants, Saviour, 

Speed Them” 


INSTRUCTIONS TO PROGRAM LEADER: 

(This is a program which should be organized 
and presented by the Witness Commission. If 
your group is not yet organized according to 
commissions, it would be a good idea to appoint 
or elect a committee to be in charge of this 
program and the next one and to make the work 
of witnessing their permanent responsibility. 


With regard to this program it will be the 
duty of your commission or committee to make 
a careful study of the areas of opportunity 
for witnessing in your community and to report 
their findings to the group. They will be trying 
to find the young people in your community 
who need to be reached for Christ. The report 
that is made will constitute the program. 


In general, there are two groups to be reached: 
(1) those who have been living in the com- 
munity for a long time but who have always 
been disinterested, and (2) those who are new- 
comers and who have not yet found a church 
home. To locate the disinterested you should 
(a) check the Sunday School and church rolls 
for disinterested members of church families, 
(b) use your school contacts and your knowl- 
edge of your schoolmates to determine those 
who do not belong to the church or attend its 
services and program, and (c) use your work 
contacts in afternoon or weekend jobs to find 
out about the church life of the young people 
who work with you. If you will earnestly fol- 
low these suggestions, you can soon have a 
pretty good idea of the number and location 
of disinterested young people in your com- 
munity. The other group to be reached is the 
newcomers. ‘These can be very easily spotted 
if you will keep your eyes open for new faces 
at school, and then find out who these people 
are and where they live. In some communities 
it is possible to consult the list of new subscribers 
to electricity and water, and thereby get an idea 
of who are new and where they live. 


You can have one person report the findings 
of the whole commission, but it will be better 
ordinarily to have several share in the reports. 
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Be sure that those who have not been working 
on this program and on the commission are 
given an opportunity to make suggestions and 
to share in the discussion. It is not likely that 
a complete survey of your evangelistic oppor- 
tunity will be made in time for this program, 
but you can at least set up the machinery, and 
you can discuss making this watchfulness for 
evangelistic opportunity a permanent part of 
the Witness Commission’s work. 


LEADER’S INTRODUCTION: 

Last week we had a program on evangelism, 
and we learned that evangelism is basically a 
matter of sharing Christ with others. If we 
have Him, we are supposed to share Him. If 
we know Him, we are supposed to share the 
knowledge we have. That is what we mean by 
being witnesses for Christ. We discovered that 
the things of Christ which we have to share 
are very valuable and important, so our wit- 
nessing is an important thing. We have the 
content of our message, but to whom are we 
to deliver it? We are witnesses for Christ, but 
to whom shall we witness? In order to provide 
an answer to these questions some of the mem- 
bers of our group have been doing quite a bit 
of study. They will now give their report telling 
us who are the young people in our community 
who need to be reached for Christ and where 
they may be found. 


In our next program we shall discuss ways 
of delivering this message and sharing our Christ 
among those to whom we are responsible for 
witnessing. 


(Now have your reports on the evangelistic 
opportunity among young people in your com- 
munity.) 
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Women’s Work 


LOVE 


Love has a hem on its garment 

That reaches the very dust. 

It can reach the stains in the streets and lanes, 
And because it can, it must! 

It cannct stop on the mountain; 

It is bound to go to the vale, 

For it cannot find its fulness of mind 

Till it reaches the lives that fail. 


—Origin unknown 


YARN NEEDED IN KOREA 


The Neel Bible School, Kwangju, Korea, has 
begun a new self-help project, designed to help 
Christian widows, who are in training at the 
school as church workers. Mrs. James I. Pais- 
ley, presently in charge of the school, has re- 
cently written to a retired missionary telling of 
the project. 


“We are putting in a knitting department, 
using a hand machine made in Japan. Six 
machines were bought with relief funds. I have 
sent a woman to Pusan to study in a Church 
World Service school and she will be our knit- 
ting teacher. 


“The machines can give the women a means 
of partial support when they go to the country 
for evangelistic work. They live so hard in the 
country. If they could buy a knitting machine 
when they graduate they could supplement their 
food. 


“Sweaters and other things can be knitted 
on the machines and the Koreans are using 
knitted garments more and more. The big prob- 
lem is yarn. It is expensive. I wonder if there 
would be some way to get remnants of knitting 
yarn given to us, for yarn is our greatest need.” 


Perhaps your group of church women could 
mail to Mrs. Paisley some left-over balls or 
parts of balls of yarn for this new project of 
Neel School. Her address is: Mrs. James I. 
Paisley, Chulla Namdo, Kwangju, Korea. The 
yarn could be sent with some used sweaters or 
other warm used clothing and marked “For 
Relief.” 


Packages weighing not more than 22 pounds 
may be sent by international parcel post if 
carefully packed in strong cardboard boxes and 
securely tied. If wrapped in domestic (which 
can be sewed) they will go better. The domes- 
tic, too will be useful. Customs Declaration 
Form No. 2966 and Sticker No. 2922 are neces- 
sary and can be had at the post office. Value 
placed on the items should be low. Before 
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A Most Complete 
BULLETIN SERVICE 
for Bible-believing Churches 
WE NOW offer:— 
@ Every Sunday folders of distinction 
@ Bulletins for Spirit Duplicator machines 
@ Imprint service for our folders 
@ Personalized Folders—a complete year’s program 
including duotone and multicolor for special days 
—an amazing offer! 
Write Today for Samples — Specify Kind Wanted 


CATHEDRAL FOLDERS 
Box 62 Brainerd, Minnesota 


wrapping packages consult your local postoffice 
for rates and other details. 


Miss Anna McQueen 


Note—The above has approval of Rev. Paul 
B. Freeland, Secretary of the Department of 
Overseas Relief and Inter-Church Aid, Board 
of World Missions. 


Tipping and Tithing 


‘“‘Now it came to pass on a Day at Noon the 
Editor was Guest of a certain rich Man. And 
the Lunch was enjoyed at a popular Restaurant. 
And the Waiters were very efficient. 


“‘Now when the End of the Meal was at Hand, 
the Waiter brought unto the Host the Check. 
And the Host examined it, frowned a bit, but 
made no comment. 


“But as we arose to depart, I observed that 
he laid some Coins under the Edge of his Plate. 
Howbeit, I know not what Denomination the 
Coins were. 


“But the Waiter who stood nearby smiled 
happily, which being interpreted, means that 
the Tip was satisfactory. 


“Now with such Customs we are all familiar. 
And this Parable entereth not into the Merits 
or Demerits of Tipping. 


“But as I meditated on the Coins that become 
Tips throughout our Nation, I began to think 
of ib and Tithes. For the proverbial Tip 
should be at least a tithe, lest the Waiter or 
the Waitress turn against you. 


“And as I continued to think on these Things, 
it came to me that few people who go to Church 
treat their God as well as they honor their 
Waiter. For they give unto the Waiter a Tithe, 
but unto God they give whatsoever they think 
will get them by. . 


“Verily, doth Man fear the Waiter more than 
he feareth God? And doth he love God less 
than he loveth the Waiter? 


“Truly, truly, a Man and his Money are past 
Understanding!” 


—Author Unknown 
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BOOKS 
| children 


FOLD-UP STORYBOOKS. Two delightful 
books with brightly colored pictures and 
nm flaps that lift up to show what's going on 
: “inside.” Each has brief stories and prayers. 
Die-cut shiny board covers. 

No. 2922. House Full of Prayers $1.00 ie... 
No. 2707. Ark Full of Animals $1.00 SICTURE 


MY PICTURE BIBLE. A series of four books 
with entertaining and educational Bible stories 
in picture-strip form. 4-color illustrations. 
Paper bound. There’s one on Genesis, another 
of Old Testament stories: one on Jesus’ Birth 
and Early Life and the other on Jesus : 
Resurrection. Set of four, $1.00 


GIANT DOT-TO-DOT BOOKS. These big 

24-page coloring books are truly GIANTS 
_s in size, in fun, in Bible teaching and in 
value. Each page has a puzzle, a short story ’ 
and a Scripture reference. 11 x 14 inches. aa 
Titles are No. 2451. Bible Stories; No. 2452. oe eS 
i Story of Jesus; No. 2453. Stories Jesus Told; FO oe 
§ No. 2454. Heroes of the Cross 
Price, each, 25¢ 
", BABY JESUS ABC STORYBOOK. Grand new 
book to teach ABC’s by associating letters 
with the story of the birth of Jesus. Beautiful 
pictures. No. 2720 50c. 


BIBLE PUZZLE FUN. This book will provide 
hours of entertainment for children. Contains 
il paper and pencil games, Bible quizzes and Sate 
. puzzles. Teaches Bible truths. 


: 
2 
4 
> 


Deluxe BIBLE STORY BOOKS 


Here are two books of Bible stories children 
will read over and over again. Each has 44 
stories and pictures in full-color. 

No. 2736. Bible Stories For Little Folk..$1.95 
No. 2735. Bible Stories About Jesus........$1.95 


BIBLE STORY READERS. Deluxe books for 
every child’s library. Best-loved Bible stories, 
2 “. Biblical art and modern-full color drawings. 
Book One (under 6 ie Book Two (6 yers.), ha 
Book Three (7 yrs.), Book Four (8 yrs.), READE 

Book Five (9 yrs.) Price, each, 1.50 


AT YOUR BOOKSTORE OR 


STANDARD PUBLISHING 
Cincinnati 31, Ohio 
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Church News 


Meeting of Permanent Committee on 


the Office of the General Assembly 


Atlanta, Ga. — A new form for the Presby- 
tery’s Statistical Report to the General Assembly 
was approved by the Permanent Committee on 
the Office of the General Assembly, meeting 
here October 6. 


The new form of the Statistical Report, 
which is submitted each year by the 85 presby- 
teries in the Assembly, will be proposed for 
approval by the General Assembly in 1956. It 
was the judgment of the Committee that the 
new form will simplify statistical analysis of 
the giving record of the Church. In the pro- 
posed form, benevolences columns are not in as 
great detail as in the old form, and are so di- 
vided as to differentiate between the regular 
budgeted contributions and the non-budgeted 
contributions. —The new form would also place 
entries in alphabetical order by churches, rather 
than by ministers. 


In another action, the Committee re-elected 
Dr. Felix B. Gear as its chairman. Dr. Gear 
is a professor in Columbia Theological Sem- 
inary. 


The Committee also acted to strengthen the 
ties between the Office of the General Assem- 
bly and the Stated Clerk’s Association. The Rev. 
D. R. Greenhoe, pastor of First Church, Sweet- 
water, Tenn., was made the official representa- 
tive of the Committee to the annual meeting 
of presbytery and synod stated clerks. He was 
asked to bring back to the Committee a report 
on the clerks’ meeting. At the same time, the 
Committee accepted the offer of the Stated 
Clerk’s Association to send a copy of their min- 
utes to each member of the Permanent Commit- 
tee. 


Attention was called by the Committee to 
action by the 1955 General Assembly concern- 
ing time and place of the meeting of the As- 
sembly. The Office of the Stated Clerk was 
asked to publicize to the Church the fact that 
the Committee was given the responsibility for 
designating the time and place of the meeting 


FoR RENT MOODY 


SERMONS FROM SCIENCE, CHILDREN’S 
BIBLE STORIES IN COLOR FILMS, 

S. S. TEACHERS’ TRAINING FILMSTRIPS 
By Moody In Color—For Sale or Rent 


CONCORDIA 


Films “THIS IS THE LIFE” Series 
SEND FOR OUR COMPLETE CATALOG 


Bible Book Center 


3233 So. Andrews Ft. Lauderdale, Fla. 


of the Assembly. The Assembly also directed 
that invitations for the meetings of the General 
Assembly should be sent to the Committee, 
through the Office of the Stated Clerk, for As- 
semblies to be held in 1957 and later years. 


Charlotte, N. C. — Final plans were laid here 
October 1 for the year of emphasis on Christian 
Higher Education in 1956, as a group of 17 
Presbyterian educators, public relations experts 
and businessmen met. 


From all parts of the South, the planners are 
members of the special Planning Committee and 
Public Relations Advisory Committee which has 
been working with the Division of Higher Edu- 
cation, Board of Christian Education, in _pre- 
paring for the year of emphasis. 


Among plans approved is one in_~ which 
regional or state-wide “kick-off” dinners are to 
be recommended to Presbyterian colleges and 
seminaries, to call attention to the year of em- 
phasis. Workshops in public relations techniques 
for Presbyterian institutions were also approved, 
and the planners were brought up to date on 
synod financial campaign plans. 


Reports were also presented on progress made 
in preparation of educational and promotional 


literature. One pamphlet, “Crisis in Our Col- 


leges,’ already is being printed, and will be 
mailed out to the church in the near future. 
A study book, edited by Dr. DeWitt Reddick 
of the University School of Journalism, and 
entitled “Church and Campus” is on the press. 


Planners, working with Dr. Hunter B. Blake- 
ly, secretary of the Division of Higher Educa- 


. - Coeducational 


Sound liberal ee under vigorous Christian 
Four-year Liberal Arts Sciences, Business Education. Four Types of Scholar- 
ships: (1) Competitive, (2) Academic, (3) Grant 


Work. Sixty-acre campus. Athletics. Dormitories. 


KRING COLLEGE 


influences. Fully accredited. 


in Aid, (4) Remunerative 
Summer Session. 
Catalogue and illustrated booklet. Board, room, and tuition, $795.00. 

R. T. L. LISTON, PRESIDENT — BOX “J,’”’ BRISTOL, TENN. 


Founded 1867 
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tion, also approved a five-point listing of goals 
for the year of emphasis: 


a. To bring a Church-wide consciousness of 
the importance of higher education; 


b. To reconsecrate our entire membership to 
the cause of Christian Higher Education: 


3. To stimulate within each institution of 
Christian Higher Education and in each Cam- 
pus Christian Life situation more efficient work, 
both intellectually and spiritually; 


d. To present the unique educational oppor- 
tunities within our Presbyterian institutions; and 


e. To recognize that large numbers of Presby- 
terian youth will be educated in other .than 
our Presbyterian colleges, and therefore, to 
strengthen our Campus Christian Life work 
which is intended to reach all students wherever 
they may be. 


Atlanta, Ga. — A bronze plaque, honoring 
the late Dr. Henry Hayes Sweets, for nearly 40 
years the executive secretary of Christian Educa- 
tion and Ministerial Relief for the Presbyterian 
Church, U.S., was unveiled in the Presbyterian 
Center here recently by his son, F. Martin 
Sweets of Louisville, Ky. 


Also attending the unveiling was Dr. Sweets’ 
widow, Mrs. Douschka Martin Sweets of Louis- 
ville. Other children of the couple, Mrs. 
Douschka Sweets Ackerman of Louisville, and 
Dr. Henry Sweets, Jr., of Hannibal, Mo., were 
unable to be present. 


A brief service, beginning at 9:45 a.m., paid 
tribute to the outstanding executive and min- 
ister who was the founder of the annuities pro- 
gram of his Church, one of the organizers of 
the Association of American Colleges, the creator 
of the Presbyterian Educational Association of 
the South, and a pioneer in Christian work on 
the campuses of state colleges and universities. 


Pryor Street Presbyterian Church, Atlanta, 
Ga. — Six weeks of concentrated prayer was 
followed by eight nights and days of preaching, 
in which sixteen messages were brought by the 
evangelist, Rev. John Ashley Woodhouse, Di- 
rector of the St. Petersburg, Florida, Youth for 
Christ. Mr. Woodhouse is a highly consecrated 
minister and one of the men selected by Billy 
Graham to staff his personal work committee 
in the London Crusade. During the course of 
the week 77 persons came forward publicly to 
rededicate their lives to Christ, and 25 more 
persons came forward to accept Christ for the 
first time. A number of church differences among 
the membership were settled and lives puri- 
fied of hidden sins. The pastor of the church 
is now engaged in following up these decisions 
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SEE PALESTINE 


with 
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ARCHAEOLOGISTS 


WHEATON BIBLE LANDS CRUISE 


Spring Trip * February (or early March) 
Summer Trip ° End of June 
Lectures on ship. 6-week trip, 3 weeks in Bible 
Lands. Adequate time. Conducted by Professor of 
Archaeology at Wheaton College. The ‘‘Trip of a 
Lifetime,’’ for people of all ages. 
SEND TODAY Dr. Joseph P. Free, Dept. SP-5 


for descriptive Director, Wheaton Cruises 
bul to: Wheaton College, Wheaton, Ill. 


to bring those who are not churched into the 
church. 

The Session of the church wishes to commend 
Mr. Wocdhouse to other churches of our de- 
nomination as an evangelist. He preaches a 
Calvinistic gospel message, and his invitation is 
free from pressure and verbal trickery. His 
meeting with the officers of the church was an 
outstanding point of the week and his presence 
has blessed us all. 


Presbyterian Men To Hold Rally — A rally 
and conference for all Presbyterian men of the 
Atlanta Presbytery is to be held at 4 P. M. on 
November 5th at the Gordon Street Presbyterian 
Church in Atlanta. 


Representatives from some 90 Presbyterian 
Churches located in some 18 North Georgia 
counties are expected to attend this meeting, 
according to Leland Veal, President, Men-of- 
Atlanta Presbytery. This meeting will offer both 
an afternoon and evening program of special 
interest to the Presbyterian layman, Mr. Veal 
said. 

Dr. S. Hugh Bradley, Field Secretary, Board 
of World Missions, will be the principal speak- 
er. Dr. Bradley, an outstanding speaker, is well 
known for his mission work and for his keen 
enthusiasm toward the work of the Christian 
layman. Recently returning from a visit to For- 
mosa, he will be able to give a firsthand report 
on conditions in the Far East. 


The program also includes an officer training 
session, led by Dr. David B. Walthall, of Atlanta, 
Regional Director of Christian Education; an 
evangelism conference, led by Rev. Bonneau H. 
Dickson, minister at Rock Springs Presbyterian 


Church, Atlanta, and chairman of the Evange- 


lism Committee, Atlanta Presbytery; and a 
stewardship conference, whose leader will be 
announced later. Other program highlights will 
include a dinner, special music, and a business 
meeting to elect officers for 1956. 


Presbyterian men in the Atlanta area are or- 
ganized on a local church basis and on a Pres- 
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bytery basis. The Atlanta Presbytery not only 
includes Atlanta but also extends outward as 
far as Tallapoosa, West Point, Manchester, For- 
syth, and Monroe. Officers for the Men-of- 
Atlanta Presbytery are President Veal of the 
Georgia Avenue Presbyterian Church in Atlanta, 
and six district vice-presidents: J. R. Oglesby, 
Dallas Presbyterian Church, LaGrange; C. E. 
Wollet, Griffin Presbyterian Church, Griffin; J. 
O. Polk, Ormewood Park Presbyterian Church, 
Atlanta; J. A. Young, Inman Park Presbyterian 
Church, Atlanta; W. B. Williams, Columbia 
Presbyterian Church, Decatur; and C. A. King, 
Porterdale Presbyterian Church, Porterdale. 

Local Presbyterian men can obtain further 
information regarding this meeting from their 
minister or any of the above officers, Mr. Veal 
said. 


Southwest Georgia Presbytery held its Fall 
Meeting on October the 11th, in the First Pres- 
byterian Church of Valdosta. Ruling Elder D. 
L. Wall of the Cuthbert Church was the Mod- 
erator. Rev. T. S. McPheeters of the Donalson- 
ville Church was the Retiring Moderator and 
opened the meeting with a sermon on “God’s 
Workmanship.” A commission reported the 
ordination, and installation, of Candidate R. G. 
Barron, a 1955 graduate of Columbia Seminary, 
as minister of the Rood Park Chapel in Albany. 
The pastoral relations between Rev. M. G. 
Bradwell and the First Church of Albany were 
dissolved and Mr. Bradwell accepted the call 
of Covenant Presbyterian Church of Albany, 
which was organized on September 18, 1955, and 
a Commission was appointed to install him as 
pastor. The pastoral relations between Rev. A. 
Hubert Rust and the Cairo Church were dis- 
solved and Mr. Rust was dismissed to East Ar- 
kansas Presbytery to become pastor of West 
Memphis Church. Rev. R. T. Wallace, retired 
minister of Florida Presbytery, will serve the 
Cairo Church while it is without a regular 
pastor. 


The business of the meeting consisted largely 
of the consideration of routine reports. Rev. 
Paul E. Rowland, pastor of the Climax Church, 
was named as Moderator-in-Nomination for the 
Spring Meeting. 


Cedartown, Ga. — The Senior High Fellow- 
ship of the First Presbyterian Church recently 
elected new officers and commission chairmen. 
The installation was a candlelight service taking 
place October 2nd. Lester Litesy, Jr., was in- 
stalled as President; Nancy David, Secretary; 
Jack Harrison, Treasurer; Mike Knighton, Pro- 
gram Chairman. The other commission chair- 
men are C, E. David, Faith; Roy Hannon, Wit- 
ness; Linda Sue Rainwater, Outreach; Tommy 
Andrews, Citizenship; and Audrey Head, Fel- 
lowship. Mrs. William Ebbitt and Miss Louise 
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Educational excellence. Member Southern Association Ceol- 
lege and Secondary Schools Endowed. Christian emphasis. 
A.A. and A.S. degrees. Graduates transfer te Junier Class 
best colleges. Professor each ten students. Personal atten- 
tion. Scientific tests. Athletics. Two-year business course. 
Preparatory department with lith. 12th grades. Veterans. 
Moderate charges. Scholarships. Self-help. Second Semester 
begins January 30, 1956. 


PRESBYTERIAN JUNIOR COLLEGE 
Box 38-W — Maxton, N. C. 


Bennett. The Junior Choir, under the direction 
of Mrs. Charles Moffatt, furnished the music 
for this service. 


The goal for Rally Day was 175, and 174 
were present. Our “Forward with Christ’”’ Sun- 
day School Attendance goal is an average of 
100 and since Rally Day this has been exceeded. 
Mr. R. Patten Watson is the new Sunday School 
Superintendent with assistants Mr. G. W. Jack- 
son and Mr. A. P. Hemphill. Mr. Herbert 
DeArman, Sr., is secretary. 


At a congregational meeting on October 9th 
the rotary system of deacons was adopted and 
Mr. R. P. Watson was elected an elder to be 
installed at a later date. 


Atlanta, Ga. — On November 1, Rev. J. Cecil 
Lawrence assumed duties as first associate pas- 
tor of North Avenue Church in Atlanta. Dr. 
Vernon S. Broyles is pastor there. : 


Mr. Lawrence comes from Myers Park Church, 
Charlotte, N. C., where he has been associate 
pastor since 1948. 


Atlanta, Ga. — Mrs. Alex R. Batchelor, widow 
of the late secretary of the Division of Negro 
Work for the Presbyterian Church, U.S., has 
accepted a position as Field Representative for 
the Board of Women’s Work of the denomina- 
tion. She will serve primarily as the field 
liaison worker between the Women of the 
Church of Snedecor Region (Negro Churches) 
and the other synodical and presbyterial groups. 


The new field worker will start, in mid- 
October, an extended trip into eight synods, 
attending presbyterial meetings in the Synods 
of Virginia, Arkansas, Tennessee, Appalachia, 
Mississippi, Missouri, South Carolina and Ala- 
bama. 


New Orleans, La. — Two sermons by Rev. 
George Scotchmer, climaxed a week-long cen- 
tennial celebration at Carrollton Presbyterian 
Church, New Orleans, September 18. Mr. 
Scotchmer is pastor of First Church, Galveston, 
Texas, and current president of Galveston’s 
Ministerial Association. His morning message 
was on “The Indestructible Word,” followed by 
an evening sermon entitled, “In His Steps.” 
Dr. Ray D. Fortna, pastor of Carrollton, pre- 
sided at the two services. 
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Mr. Scotchmer is a native of Canada but has 
resided in the United States since 1939. He 
graduated from Wheaton College, Wheaton, 
Ill., and Columbia Seminary, Decatur, Ga., and 
before going to Galveston, served churches in 
Winder and Atlanta, Ga. Recently he has been 
prominent in the news because of his outstand- 
ing work in arousing Galveston citizens toward 
more rigid law enforcement in that community. 


Natchez, Mississippi — Rev. James V. John- 
son, Jr., who for the past three years has been 
Assistant Pastor of the First Presbyterian Church 
of Pensacola, Florida, has accepted a call to the 
pastorate of the First Presbyterian Church of 
Natchez, Mississippi. He is now on that field. 


Barium Springs, N. C. — Dr. A. W. Dick, 
pastor of Second Presbyterian Church, Memphis, 
delivered the principal address at the annual 
fall rally of the men of Concord Presbytery, 
held here at the Presbyterian Orphanage on 
October 11. Mr. Carey P. Lowrance is president 
of the group. 


Dr. Dick is a member of the Stewardship 
Committee and chairman of the World Missions 
Committee of Memphis Presbytery. For six 
years he served as chairman of the Assembly’s 


Committee on Stewardship and Finance, and is 
chairman of the Division of Evangelism of the 


Board of Church Extension. 


Mecklenburg Presbytery in its 210th stated 
session met in the two hundred-year-old Sugaw 
Creek Presbyterian Church on September 20th. 
Rev. Shelton M. Hutchinson was succeeded as 
moderator by Dr. LeGette Blythe, author, his- 
torian and elder of the Huntersville Church. 
Rev. Claude G. Pepper, Jr., was received from 
Albemarle Presbytery and a commission was 
appointed to install him pastor of the Matthews 
Presbyterian Church and Rev. C. W. Perrell 
was received from Lexington Presbytery and a 
commission was appointed to install him pastor 
of the Waxhaw Presbyterian Church, Miss Flor- 
ence Monroe was received as a candidate for lay 
service. She is a member of the Briscoe Church 
and is a student in the Assembly’s Training 
School. The following young men were received 
as candidates for the ministry: William Massey 
and John Robert Turner of the Covenant 
Church; Zane M. Moore, of the New Salem 
Church; John Kimbirl, Avondale Church; 
Michael L. Andrews and John V. Lawing, Jr., 
Caldwell Memorial Church; and James B. 
Fleming of the Selwyn Avenue Presbyterian 
Church. 


The Presbytery approved of the proposed 
amendment to paragraph 80 of the Book of 
Church Order relative to representation of the 
large churches in the meetings of Presbytery and 
Synod. 
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A challenge ... a hand to guide ... a 
Christian Home away from Home 


PRESBYTERIAN COLLEGE 
Marshall W. Brown, President — Clinton, S. C. 


Rev. S. H. Zealy was nominated for moderator 
of the next meeting of Presbytery to be held 
in the Sharon Church on January 17, 1956. 
Rev. A. Leslie Thompson, host pastor, an- 
nounced that there were 81 ministefs, 72 elders 
and 49 registered visitors. Rev. F: Debele, 
Jr., stated clerk, was aided by Rev. R. W. Ray- 
burn and Rev. A. L. Thompson in the recording 


of the minutes. 
R. H. Stone, Secretary. 


Mission to Men Meeting, First Presbyterian 
Church, Reidsville, N. C. — One of the most 
unusual and successful meetings in the history 
of the First Presbyterian Church, Reidsville, 
N.C., was a Mission to Men meeting on October 
3, 4, and 5, with three of the outstanding lay- 
men of the Southern Presbyterian Church as 
the speakers. 


On Monday night, Colonel Roy LeCraw of 
Atlanta, Georgia, spoke on “Christian Convic- 
tions.”” Mr. Kenneth S. Keyes of Miami, Florida, 
spoke Tuesday night on “Stewardship of Time, 
Talents, and Possessions”; and Dr. J. Park Mc- 
Callie of Chattanooga, Tennessee, closed the 
meeting on Wednesday night with a message 
on “Living A Consecrated Christian Life.” 


Although sponsored by the men of the Pres- 
byterian Church, invitations were given to the 
men in the other sixteen churches in the city, 
and many of these men from other churches 
attended the services. One of the most enjoy- 
able features was the excellent music furnished 
by a choir, a quartet, and soloists from all the 
churches in the city. 


The messages were forceful and challenging, 
pointing out the absolute necessity of our living 
transformed, Spirit-filled lives in our homes, 
business, church and communities if we are to 
be faithful witnesses and used of God in the 
building of His Kingdom. Already there are 
visible evidences that the Lord is using these 
messages to start men to tithing, establishing 
family altars, and showing a greater interest in 
all the work and programs of the church. There 
was also a deepening of the spiritual life of all 
who attended which will result in changed 
hearts, homes, churches, and community, and 
the taking of the gospel to those who are lost. 
We thank God for these consecrated laymen of 
our Church whom God has used in such a won- 
derful way to bring such lasting blessing to our 
churches and community. 
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Clinton, N. C. — The largest student body 
in the history of Presbyterian College has en- 
rolled for the school’s 75th session, Registrar 
G. Edward Campbell announces. 


Despite tightening of academic requirements 
this year, a total of 505 students have begun 
the fall term. This represents the largest num- 
ber of persons ever enrolled in a single semester 
at Presbyterian College. 


The construction of a new dormitory and 
expansion of the college faculty has made an 
increased enrollment of the student body pos- 
sible. 


Davidson, N. C. — A Woodrow Wilson Award 
for Creative Work has been established at 
Davidson College, President Wilson’s alma 
mater. The award has been made possible by 
a gift to the college by Prof. William C. D. 
Kerr of Glendale College in California. The 
donor is also an alumnus of Davidson. 


Members of the Sigma Upsilon national hon- 


orary literary fraternity will be eligible for the 
award, first of which will be presented in the 
spring of 1956. The gift stipulates that the 
award be made for a monograph, a treatise upon 
a single subject. 


Beginning January 1, 1956, the nation will 
observe the 100th anniversary of the birth of 
Woodrow Wilson, Presbyterian elder and son 
of an outstanding Presbyterian minister. 


Davidson, N. C. — Davidson College Union 
director C. Shaw Smith and four student leaders 
attended the regional conference of college 
unions at the University of Florida in Gaines- 
ville. 


Smith is regional president of the Association 
of College Unions, and has headed the David 
Ovens College Union at Davidson since its 
completion in 1952. The Southeastern region 
includes Virginia, the Carolinas, Georgia, Flor- 
ida, Tennessee, Kentucky and Alabama. 


Accompanying him to the conference are rep- 
resentatives of all four classes. They are John 
T. Harmon of Laurens, S. C., senior; William 
J. Martin of Louisville, Ky., junior; W. Glenn 
Robertson of Chester, S. C., sophomore; and 
John P. Reeder of Concord, freshman. 


Waxhaw, N. C. — Banks Presbyterian Church, 
in the Marvin community near Waxhaw, held 
Homecoming Day, Sunday, October 9, with two 
services and a picnic dinner. The morning wor- 
ship service was conducted by Rev. S. Wylie 
Hogue, Jr., pastor of Banks Church, and an 
afternoon address was delivered by Rev. J. E. 
Wayland of Fort Mill. Following the latter 
service, the congregation dedicated the church’s 
recently completed manse. 
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Charlotte, N. C. — The Charlotte-Mecklen- 
burg Christian Minister’s Association October 12 
deferred action on a proposed merger with the 
Negro Interdenominational Ministerial Alliance. 
Action was put off for a 30-day period in which 
“prayerful consideration” was asked. The next 
meeting of the group will be November 8. 


A report from a committee appointed to con- 
sider the matter was presented by Dr. Lawrence 
I. Stell, pastor of Trinity Presbyterian Church 
in Charlotte. It recommended that the white 
ministerial association extend an invitation to 
the Negro group to consider merger of the two 
bodies. Besides Dr. Stell, another Presbyterian 
minister, Dr. Warner Hall, pastor of Covenant 
Church, was a member of the committee. 


Presbyterian Junior College, Maxton, N. C.., 
— An evangelistic team from Union Theo- 
logical Seminary, Richmond, Va., visited 
Presbyterian Junior College over the week-end. 
The team was sponsored by the Student Chris- 
tian Association of Presbyterian Junior College 
and the First Presbyterian Church of Maxton, 
and consisted of the following members: Blake 
Bradley, Nashville, Tenn; James Campbell, 
Pensacola, Fla.; Charles Hasty, Roanoke Rapids, 
Va.; and Don Wardlaw, Lake Charles, La. On 
Saturday evening the team led in “Fun Night” 
at the college followed by refreshments. On 
Sunday the college group Bible class at the 
Presbyterian Church was taught by Blake Brad- 
ley and the sermon at the morning worship 
service given by Don Wardlaw. In the after- 
noon a discussion period for the Senior Fellow- 
ship group was conducted by Charles Hasty, 
and the Young People’s Fellowship program led 
by Don Wardlaw. A snack supper was served 
by the ladies of the Presbyterian Church at 
5:00 o’clock followed by a dedication service 
for young people in which each member of 
the team gave personal testimony on experience 
of his call to the ministry. The sermon for 
the evening worship service was given by James 
Campbell. The two day program was a source 
of inspiration to the people of the college and 
church. 


Greeleyville, S. C. — Rev. Joseph D. Beale, 
who has been pastor of two churches in Har- 
mony Presbytery, McDowell Church at Greeley- 
ville, and Union Church, has resigned and ac- 
cepted a call to Aimwell Church, Ridgeway, 
C, 
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Thornwell Orphanage — Rev. Ralph E. Mc- 
Caskill, who has been Assistant to the President 


for the past two years, has resigned and will 
become pastor of two churches in Florida— 


Gretna and Quincy. 


Bishopville, S. C. — Rev. J. Whitner Kennedy 
has accepted a call to be pastor of the Presby- 
terian Church at Bishopville and has entered 
upon his work there. 


York, S. C. — Dr. Julian Price Love, professor | 


of Biblical Theology at Louisville Seminary, 
Louisville, Ky., will be the principal speaker at 
the fall evangelistic meeting to be held in First 
Presbyterian Church, York, October 23-28. The 
services will begin at 11 o’clock, Sunday, October 
23, and will continue each evening and each 
weekday morning. 


Camden, S. C. — Mrs. Andrew Bramlett, a 
former president of the Women of the Church, 
Svnod of South Carolina, and now in_ her 
eightieth year, flew to Camden from her home 
in Quitman, Ga., to attend the 42nd annual 
meeting of the group. About 150 women were 
present when the Synodical met Sept. 21 and 
22, in Camden. 


Camden, S. C. — Dr. [James McDowell 
Richards, Moderator of the General Assembly, 
and president of Columbia Seminary in Decatur, 
Ga., was principal speaker at the 150th anni- 
versary of Bethesda Presbyterian Church in 
Camden. The moderator spoke at two identical 
worship services Sunday, October 2, when many 
former members of Bethesda returned to their 
home church to join in the anniversary celebra- 
nae The Rev. A. D. McArn is present pastor 
tnere. 


Memphis, Tenn. — Miss Ruby Brock, former 
Director of Christian Education at Durant, 
Okla., began duties as the new director of chil- 
dren’s work at Second Presbyterian Church, 
Memphis, on Sept, I. 


Miss Brock attended Southeastern State at 
Durant and holds a B. S. degree from Oklahoma 
Agricultural and Mechanical College at Still- 
water, Okla. | 


Memphis, Tenn. — Rev. Sam _ Patterson, 
President of French Camp Academy, French 
Camp, Mississippi, was principal speaker at the 
Memphis Agricultural Club at its first fall meet- 
ing here, October 3. Mr. Patterson’s topic was 
“Religion and Education.” 


Before the minister became head of French 
Camp Academy, he held a pastorate at the Pres- 
byterian Church in Leland, Miss. 


NOVEMBER 2, 1955 


Passing of Dr. Clotfelter 


Rev. James Wayman Clotfelter, D.D.. 76, 
pastor emeritus of the First Presbyterian Church 
of Paris, Ky., died September 27th, after a 
brief illness. He was pastor of the Paris chyrch 
for 27 years prior to his retirement in 1950. and 
afterward continued active in serving vacant 
pulpits in the Presbytery. Interment took place 
in the Paris cemetery. 


Hampden Sydney College. he college 
church being for the present without a pastor, 
Dr. Joseph B. Clower, Jr., Associate Professor 
of Bible, is heading a new faculty committee 
on Religious Activities to arrange for the chapel 
programs. 

The Tuesday chapel service has during the 
past month been addressed by the pastors of 
Farmville churches of Presbyterian, Methodist, 
Baptist and Episcopal denominations. 


—"“BOOKS — 


A THEOLOGY OF GRACE. James Daane. Eerd- 
man’s. $3.00. 

The sub-title of this volume is more accurate 
than the main title. The sub-title reads “An 
Inquirv into and Evaluation of Dr. Cornelius 
Van Til’s Doctrine of Common Grace.” Many 
Christians are unaware of the prolonged contro- 
versies which have taken place in the Reformed 
Churches on the Doctrine of Common Grace. 
The author of this book believes that this is 
not a trivial subject as many are led to suppose 
because where common grace has been denied 
the heart of the Gospel has been adversely af- 
fected. Dr. Van Til’s writings on the subject have 
had as their purpose the purgation of the 
thought of both the deniers and affirmers of 
common grace of non-Christian philosophical 
elements. He has proposed to provide a basis 
on which it would be possible for Reformed 
Christians to have and to hold a truly Chris- 
tian philosophy of history of which common 
grace is one aspect. Dr. Daane challenges Dr. 
Van Til’s system of thought. He insists that 
Van Til’s categories are not constructed on 
the forge of the Christian mind and that each 
of these categories of thought has been borrowed 
from secular history. This book, therefore, 
amounts to a critical analysis of Van Til’s views 
on common grace. His conclusion is that Van 
Til’s views, if widely received, would prove detri- 
mental to both the theology and life of the 
Reformed Churches. In this connection he 
states, “I am also moved by the fear that Van 
Til’s thought has already been more widely 
received and applied than understood. It is a 
peculiar circumstance that few, if indeed any, 
of the proponents of Van Til’s thought claim 
to understand it. This in itself is dangerous pro- 
cedure.” 
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